
 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Menendez                                                                                                                                     May 2. 2022 
Chair of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
U.S. Department of State  
528 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Re: The presence of the Bolivian dictatorship at the Summit of the Americas 

 

Senator Menendez: 

 

Global Human Rights League (GHRL) is an internationally recognized non-profit organization dedicated to 

the defense and promotion of human rights.  This letter is to inform you that the Republic of Bolivia is 

under a dictatorial state. 

 

Article 3 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that the following are essential elements of 

representative democracy, among others:  

 

• Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

• Access to power and the exercise of power subject to the rule of law. 

• The holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on universal and secret suffrage as an 

expression of the sovereignty of the people. 

• The plural regime of political parties and organizations.  

• The separation and independence of public authorities. 

 

The Republic of Bolivia does not meet any of these five (5) fundamental points to be considered a 

democracy. 

 

Regarding human rights, GHRL has attached a list (certified by our organization as true and correct) of 

political prisoners of the dictatorship of President Luis Arce Catacora, where journalists, judges, military, 

police, human rights activists, and even the former Constitutional President Jeanine Añez of the 

transitional government are incarcerated.  President Arce’s regime is the legacy government of the 

disgraced former President Evo Morales Ayma who resigned in 2019. 

 

At the same time, we inform you that there are 8,436 requests for political asylum since former President 

Evo Morales Ayma, in his capacity as Senator prior to being elected President, led a coup against the 

democratically elected government.  This event laid the groundwork for his Presidential run in 2006 and 

ultimately transformed the Republic of Bolivia into a one-party dictatorship.  Of these requests for political  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

asylum, 1,105 of them were made in the United States, according to the report of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees – UNHCR.  

 

Regarding electoral transparency, party pluralism and separation of powers, in 2019, the Organization of 

American States (OAS) observed 226 irregularities, confirming electoral fraud. 

On party pluralism and separation of powers, it is important for you to know that in 2021, the Supreme 

Electoral Tribunal (TSE) approved statute (Law Number 1096) of the ruling MAS-IPSP party, which 

establishes that every public governmental employee must be a member of the MAS-IPSP party, which 

violates the right to work, freedom of association and even freedom of thought. 

Senator Menendez, we believe The Republic of Bolivia and any of their representatives should not make 

an appearance at the Summit of the Americas. We respectfully request your government deny their 

inclusion in this important event dedicated to protecting democracy. 

Kindest regards, 

 

 

 

EVA SARA LANDAU 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

FERNANDO HAMDAN 

Director 

 

 

 

 

 

JORGE VALDA DAZA 

Director 

 

 



 

 

 


